Valerie Bloom

Biography

Valerie Bloom was born in Jamaica and came to England in 1979. She
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Has performed her poetry extensively in Britain and abroad - in schools,
universities, theatres, at festivals and on radio and television, and has 

published many anthologies and collections of children's poetry. Her 
poems have been included in over 100 adult and children's anthologies.  
The poems range from haikus and rondels, and many draw on 
Caribbean experiences which use the Jamaican patois. 
Valerie’s work has gained her wide recognition, and she has appeared on television for the BBC, Granada, Thames and Sky and on many radio programs including Women's Hour, Kaleidoscope, Stanza on Stage and Fine Lines.  She has also performed in various festivals, including Edinburgh, WOMAD and Hay-on-Wye. Valerie now lives in Kent with her husband and three children, and spends her time writing, performing, conducting writing courses and visiting schools.
Valerie’s most recent book

The Tribe (August 2007) 
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Some more of Valerie’s Books
Whoop an’ Shout
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Engaging and amusing poems, some written in Jamaican dialect, with a nice sense of fun, a lightness of touch and a lyrical note
Hot Like Fire 
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A brilliant collection from this wonderful performance poet. Her poetry is beautifully crafted yet full of energy and fun - her subjects range from global pollution to problems with maths homework and to the sad demise of pet frogs (he croaked of course).
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Fruits 

The girl in Valerie Bloom’s counting poem loves Caribbean fruit. From half a paw-paw and five jew-plums to ten bananas, her enthusiasm is so infectious that you can almost taste the juice dribbling down your chin! A sumptuous book, with rich, vibrant and distinctive illustrations
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The World is Sweet
In this collection of children's poems, Valerie Bloom’s subjects range from the philosophical to taking sandwiches to school and being afraid of ghosts. The poems use a mixture of standard English and dialect. 

Ackee, Breadfruit, Callaloo: An Edible Alphabet
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This book artfully teaches the alphabet as it creatively celebrates West Indian life and culture.  Teachers should enjoy using it in their classes to teach the alphabet/phonics, choral speaking, history, music and rhythm, and of course, food and nutrition. 
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Surprising Joy (a children’s novel)

Joy has spent her life with her grandmother in Jamaica, steeped in Jamaican culture, sunshine and traditions. Until the day her dream comes true: Joy's mother, who moved to England when Joy was a baby, writes to say that she's ready for her daughter to come and join her. Joy can hardly contain her excitement. But London in December is a shock. It's cold and dark and unfriendly. Even so, it's nothing to the shock that awaits when she goes to live with her mother...
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Duppy Jamboree: And Other Jamaican Poems  
A collection of performance poetry, full of exuberant and humorous poems.  The book is touching and well crafted, and reveals Valerie’s attachment to the Jamaican people. 
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Let Me Touch the Sky: Selected Poems 

The best of Valerie Bloom's poetry, including "Fruits". Her poems have been published in over 70 anthologies and this selection brings many of them together for the first time, along with some previously unpublished work.

New Baby

Jay is a young boy who is annoyed when his parents bring a new baby home. The baby is no fun at all - she doesn't play games, eat normal food, and she gets all the attention! But maybe she's not all that bad...  A story picture book in verse.
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Maruka is different to the other girls; she likes to hunt and fish deep in the forest, even though it's dangerous. But she should have stayed in the village the day the Kalinas tribe came and stole her mother. She would have stopped them. Two years later, Maruka sees giant white sails rearing up on the horizon. She is sure of a Kalinas attack but a deadlier enemy wades ashore and plants a flag on the beach. Her tribe welcome the pale-skinned men but are repaid with treachery and forced to mine the white man's God gold. Maruka knows that the tribes have one option: they must put aside their differences and defeat their common enemy. And if the tribes unite, Maruka might even find her mother again ...








