The Secret Lives of Teachers
Brian Moses and Wes Magee

A Shriek in the Dark; Imaginative & Impossible Creatures; 
Scribbling Schools

Two of the UK’s best loved and most widely published Children’s Poets, Brian Moses and Wes Magee, present an enthralling interactive poetry performance.

Each show is an exciting mix of poems, books, visuals, questions and answers, and percussion. It is educative entertainment, and entertaining education. Poetry writing workshops are also on offer.
Over 260 books published between them. 

Shows for 4-7 year olds, and for 8-12 year olds

The Shows
1. A Shriek in the Dark (A Spooky Poetry Show) – by the authors of the Boneyard Rap & The Phantom’s Fang-tastic Show 
2. Imaginative & Impossible Creatures – by the authors of Aliens Stole my Underpants, Taking out the Tigers, Beetle in the Bathroom, There’s a Hamster in the Fast Lane, Walking with my Iguana, The Sssnake Hotel

3. Scribbling Schools – by the authors of Scumbagg School, The Secret Lives of Teachers, Behind the Staffroom Door
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Biographies 
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Brian Moses began writing as a teacher, and performing his poems to schools. He is now one of Britain's best loved children's poets, and has had over 180 books published. Brian’s poetry isn’t something that just sits on the page. It is brought to life using a variety of voices, movements and percussion instruments - talking drums, spring drums, tambours, claves, bells, shakers and brushes. It is an energetic presentation with fun audience participation. He has presented his Poetry & Percussion Show across Europe. Jacqueline Wilson writes of Brian’s performances – ‘I think he’s wonderful.’ ‘Taking Out the Tigers’ was a National Poetry Society recommended title in Spring 2005. Brian was one of 10 children’s poets invited by the Poet Laureate, Andrew Motion, to feature on the National Poetry Archive website - launched in November 2005. 
Wes Magee has written more than eighty books for children, including poetry, stories, plays, picture books and anthologies. He has performed his highly interactive poems in venues across England. Many of the poems are based on Wes’ experience in schools, both as teacher and pupil. Wes wrote his first works when a boy in his class complained that there were no dinosaur poems. He now writes full time, producing poems (for adults too), stories and plays from a hut at the bottom of a large wild garden in the North York Moors. He can be heard on the Poetry Archive website, and is a Children’s poetry book selector for the Poetry Book Society.
Books

Brian Moses’ latest & forthcoming books: 

January – May 2008
'There's a hamster in the fast lane'  and 'The Works 7: Classic Poems' - Macmillan
'The Snake Hotel' - hardback lift the flap picture book - Macmillan 

'Working With Able Writers' by Brian Moses & Roger Stevens - Brilliant Publications 

'Poets' Secrets' – Hodder
‘Walking With My Iguana' - anthology & CD, republished 
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Feb – Aug 2009
 ‘Do Animals Wear Underpants' - Macmillan picture book
 'The Snake Hotel'  - paperback edition
'Space Poems' by Brian Moses & James Carter - Macmillan

‘The Truth About Parents' by Brian Moses, Roger Stevens, Paul Cookson & David harmer.

Wes Magee’s latest & forthcoming books:

2007

'Stroke the Cat' - action rhymes/picture book in paperback and hardback -QED Publishing

'Who likes Pancakes?' - rhymes/picture book in hardback edition - QED Publishing

'Blue, where are you?' -  illustrated story in paperback  - O'Brien Press, Dublin

'The 3 Billy Goats Gruff' - illustrated story in paperback and hardback - Franklin Watts















2008

'A North York Moors Calendar'- poems for adults (illustrated) -Happy Dragons Press

'Jack & Jill go Skating' – hardback – Franklin Watts

'Wee Willie Winkie flies to Mars' – hardback – Franklin Watts 

Optional creative writing workshops

For instance, for ‘A Shriek in the Dark’, ideas include –

    Rhythm raps, with additional percussion sound effects

    Poems based on sounds heard in an abandoned mansion/school room

    Humorous verse epitaphs

    How to reach the Haunted House (travel instructions)

    Shape poem structures (eg: Count Dracula's top hat)

    Making the familiar scary 

    Building up from the least scary to the scariest moment before something happens

    Chant poems presented in a spooky way with different voices and sound effects.

    Late at night - call and response poems

    The wimpish werewolf - creating some less than frightening spooks!
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