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Children Discovering Books
Author Profile – ALAN DURANT



Alan was born in Sutton, Surrey, in the house where his parents still live today. He has two older brothers and a younger sister who, he says, were something of a disappointment to him as a child. "My dream was to have a weird family - and they weren't. Good fun, interesting, but only one head each, no fangs, and no green skin." His two passions were football ("My hero was George Best") and reading - especially books by Meriol Trevors, C S Lewis and Michael Hardcastle, and Enid Blyton's The Famous Five series. He discovered writing seriously at the age of fourteen - "As a shy teenager, it was my lifeline." 

After studying English at Keble College, Oxford, Alan lived in Paris for a couple of years. He was an animateur at a school of spontaneous expression, run by "the shortest, fattest, most volatile couple the world has ever seen. It was a formative experience." He then worked at the charity, Scope, before getting a job as a copywriter at Walker Books, where he still works part-time. He is married to Jinny, a reception teacher, and has three children, Amy, Kit and Josie, otherwise known as his 'guinea pigs' 


Alan's first book, the young adult novel Hamlet, Bananas and all that Jazz, was published in 1991. Since then, he has written over 40 more. He writes for children of all ages - from pre-school to teenage - and in a variety of styles. He has written picture books, first readers, series such as Creepe Hall, Leggs United and Bad Boyz. And thrillers for older readers. "I started off writing stories about being a teenager - almost as a kind of exorcism - but since having children, I've written much more for them." A BBC schools programme in the English Express series, featuring Alan and his football stories, recently won a Children's BAFTA award. He does most of the his writing in a shed at the bottom of his garden. 

Things you didn't know about Alan Durant

1. As a boy, he was head chorister in a church choir, and sang on the soundtrack of Franco Zefferelli's film, Brother Sun, Sister Moon 

2. His favourite time ever was in Year 6 at primary school, when he played lots of sport and had a great time being top of the the pile. Sadly, Year 7 followed... 

3. He has keratoconus, a rare eye-condition, which makes his eyes oval rather than round 

4. As a child, he was obsessed with George Best - naming his goldfish after him, taking shares in his clothing company - and his favourite possession is still a Manchester United football book from 1969, signed "To Alan from George Best" 

5. He supports Manchester United 

6. He survived a car crash in Germany after going off the motorway, smashing through a clump of trees and rolling over several times. The car was a write-off. Somehow, Alan escaped with barely a scratch 

7. His favourite place in the world is Venice, which is where he spent his honeymoon and returns to as often as possible 

8. His 'blurbs' have appeared on the backs of millions of books - including Where's Wally?, Guess How Much I Love You and Maisy 

9. He delivered his son, Kit, over a bucket in his bedroom!

10. The first time he met his wife, he bashed her over the head with a punt pole - by accident obviously (but it seemed to do the trick)

Workshops
Alan has a wealth of experience working in schools, and is highly adaptable to whatever you have in mind for the day.  He has gone into a number of schools for CDC, and has always received outstanding feedback.
 “I do a lot of work in schools throughout the UK and abroad - both primary and secondary. I am unusual in that I write across the age-ranges and on all kinds of subjects from fairies to football, so I can work with children at any stage in their school life, from nursery to GCSE. My sessions are usually a mixture of a talk about reading and writing, readings from my work and question-and answers. I also run writing workshops.  
My main focus is on writing from real life experiences and interests – whatever the genre explored - and I believe passionately in the importance of writing as self-expression. In recent years I’ve created jungle stories with reception children, stories and poems based on go-karts with Year 3 and 4, modern fairy-tales with a mixed age junior school group, tales in different genres based on a school pond and garden, original fables, and lots more. I’m very flexible about the projects I undertake. I’m not a teacher. I try to help and enthuse children in their writing through sharing with them some of the strategies and techniques that I use in my own writing. 
Over the past few years I have gained a particular reputation, I suppose, as a motivator of reluctant boy readers and writers and I do like working with boys - but my stories have plenty of elements that appeal to girls too and I am equally happy working in a mixed environment. The most important thing, it seems to me, with any writing project is that it should be fun and inspirational for everyone involved. 
Writing workshops require at least an hour, and, for Year 5 plus, an hour and a half. I am happy to work for a single day or a whole week or over a number of phased visits. Basically, I’m open to any suggestion!”
Books - Picture Books 
Mouse Party

[image: image1.jpg]¢ o



Illustrated by Sue Heap, published by Walker Books


A cat with a mat, a hen with a pen, a giraffe with a bath are just a few of the guests at Mouse’s house-warming party. But they’re about to get a huge surprise!

“Readers will want to rave on with this one until they drop.” 

The Observer

Angus Rides the Goods Train
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Illustrated by Chris Riddell, published by Picture Corgi

The goods train has milk, honey, rice and water. But why won’t the driver stop to help those in need – and what can Angus do about it?

“Moving and resonant.”
The Mail on Sunday

Big Bad Bunny 
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Illustrated by Guy Parker-Rees, published by Orchard Books

Here comes Big Bad Bunny. He’s coming to get your money. No one’s safe while he’s around!

“Had all my testers whooping with laughter… Big Bad Bunny is the best bad guy ever.” 

The Guardian.

Always and Forever 
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Illustrated by Debi Gliori, published by Doubleday/Picture Corgi

Fox, Hare, Otter and Mole are a happy family. But one sad day Fox dies… How will the others cope with their grief? 

“A wonderful and moving story that explains death gently… The illustrations are fantastic.”
BBC Parenting (also shortlisted for the Kate Greenaway Medal)
Burger Boy
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Illustrated by Mei Matsuoka, published by Andersen Press 

Benny hates vegetables and loves burgers. Burgers are the only food that Benny will eat. “You’ll turn into a burger one day,” his mum warns. And one day, Benny does! 

“This kiddie version of the cautionary Super Size Me, with its witty rhymes and sprightly illustrations, will entertain everyone.” 
Evening Standard, Children’s Choice
Books – Young Adults
Blood 

published by Bodley Head/Red Fox
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When his parents are killed in their suburban home, Robert sets out on his own investigation to discover what happened and why.

“Intriguing, wonderful, mysterious… An excellent novel.” 

The Independent on Sunday

Publish or Die 
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Published by Scholastic

When junior editor Calico receives threatening letters and manuscripts, she shrugs it off as the work of a crank. But then the threats start to come true… Can she uncover the killer before she becomes the next victim?

A Short Stay in Purgatory (short stories) 
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published by Bodley Head/Red Fox

Twelve stories about a variety of characters – male and female – facing major experiences for the first time.

“These direct, strong stories held my attention completely.” 

The Times Educational Supplement
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The Ring of Truth 

Published by Barrington Stoke

When friends Ros and Fish find a ring they find themselves implicated in a gangland murder and pursued by both local gangsters and the police.

Books– Football Fiction


Doing the Double

Published by Evans (Shades series) 
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Dale and Joe are the identical twin sons of fallen football legend Nicky Green. They’ve always laughed about doing the double – swapping identities for the day. But now, it’s serious, really serious. Dale wants Joe to take his place on the football pitch for an important cup match and do the double for real. Joe isn’t at all sure he wants to help, but how can he refuse his twin? Will he be able to pull it off? 

There’s plenty of drama on and off the pitch in this fast-paced football story.

Leggs United 

Illustrated by Chris Smedley, published by Macmillan
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Leggs United is a football team of boys and girls from three related families, managed by their ghostly ancestor Archie, who appears from an old football!

“Laugh yourself into another league.” 
Young Telegraph

You can follow the trials and tribulations of Leggs United in the following books:

The Phantom Footballer • Fair Play or Foul • Up for the Cup • Spot the Ball

Red Card for the Ref • Team on Tour • Sick as a Parrot • Super Sub

Bad Boyz 

Published by Walker Books
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Are you always getting detentions? Do you like playing football? Did you eat all the pies? If the answer to the first two questions is yes, then Bad Boyz is the team for you! (If the answer to question three is yes, then you’re just a greedy pig!) Follow the troublesome team’s exploits on and off the pitch.

Kicking Off

League’s Apart

K.O. Kings

Barmy Army

Books – Junior Fiction
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Happy Birthday, Spider McDrew

illustrated by Philip Hopman , published by Harper Collins

In these three tales daydreamer Spider visits a bakery, dresses up as Geronimo and has a very eventful birthday – with lots of comic mishaps along the way.

[image: image14.jpg]


Star Quest: Voyage to the Greylon Galaxy 

Published by Walker Books

Captain Kit Johnson and his crew of Star Quest Academy cadets blast off in the Icarus 2 on a thrilling mission involving aliens and space pirates.

Creepe Hall

Illustrated by Hunt Emerson, [image: image15.jpg]


published by Walker Books

Sent to stay with distant relatives, Oliver arrives at Creepe Hall, home to the weirdest bunch of relatives he could ever wish to meet!

“Vampires, ghosts and werebadgers … A fast-moving story written with style and humour.” 
Books for Keeps


Game Boy 

[image: image16.jpg]


Illustrated by Sue Mason, published by Barrington Stoke

When JP starts to play a mysterious new game on his Game Boy, he finds himself sucked into the consul and facing a whole series of challenges and dangers from the inside. If you like playing Game Boy games, you’ll love this!

Runner-up for the Nottingham Children’s Book Award

Runner-up for the Portsmouth Children’s Book Award

Books - Novelty Picture Books

Snake Supper
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Illustrated by Ant Parker, published by Harper Collins

A slithery snake slips through the forest. Lift the flap pages and see what he eats for supper!
Big Fish, Little Fish 
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Illustrated by Ant Parker, published by Macmillan

Big fish thinks he’s too big for his pond, the stream, the river… But when he comes to the sea he meets something huge and hungry that brings him down to size! Includes a fabulous fold-out shark.

“A delightful book.”

 Mother and Baby

Dear Tooth Fairy 

illustrated by Vanessa Cabban, published by Walker Books
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The tooth fairy wants Holly’s tooth, but Holly has a few questions she wants to ask first. Read their correspondence in this book with real fairy gifts and letters!

“This book is fabulous. Children will be fascinated.” 
BBC Parenting
Shortlisted for the Red House Children’s Book Award

Dear Father Christmas 

Illustrated by Vanessa Cabban, Published by Walker Books 
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Holly should write her Christmas list and leave it for Father Christmas’s elves to collect. But there’s something she really wants to ask Father Christmas – and a correspondence begins. With real letters to open, including a mini advent calendar, Christmas tree decoration and moving image sleigh ride ticket 

“A wonderful tale about the magic of Christmas.” 
Publishing News 

Featured on National Book Tokens and Royal Mail Christmas stamps 2005

Books – Early Readers 
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Brown Bear Gets in Shape 

Illustrated by Annabel Hudson, Published by Kingfisher

Two humorous stories about eccentric Brown Bear and his friends Chimp and Bunny.

Buzz and Bingo in the Starry Sky
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Illustrated by Sholto Walker, Published by Collins

(Big Cat reading range White Band 10) 

When Buzz and Bingo fly into space they meet two starry bears, a glittering hunter, a boneless dog and lots of aliens. But can they help XY5 find his home planet and some important missing stars? 

A funny story full of favourite characters and out-of-this-world fun

That’s Not Right!
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Illustrated by Katharine McEwen, Published by Red Fox

Ellie’s simple story about a shoe squashing a bug is transformed when a woodlouse, a woodlouse’s mate and a shoe each give us their versions!

“Inventive… A good early reader and could be used in ‘guided writing’ as a model for writing from different viewpoints.”
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Little Troll 

Illustrated by Julek Heller, Published by Harper Collins

Two stories about a little troll with a big attitude. Little Troll gets cross and meets a monster, and gets bored and decides to run away. 
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