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Nicholas Allan is the author/illustrator of over thirty children’s books.

He wrote his first novel when he was 14, a story about a murder in a school. He sent it to Macmillan who, although they did not accept it, asked to see his next. Nicholas studied painting at the Slade School of Art. During this time he had his first radio play broadcasted by BBC Radio 4. He then completed an MA in Creative Writing at the University of East Anglia.

Nicholas worked as a waiter, three weeks in a publisher’s office and as a part time teacher of a life class before he published his first book, The Hefty Fairy (1989). Since then he has been a full-time writer and illustrator. Many of his books are bestsellers, including The Queen’s Knickers, Jesus’ Christmas Party, The Happy Princess (the life of Diana), Cinderella’s Bum, The Dove, and Where Willy Went. His books have won awards and been translated into twenty languages.  He is also the author of Hilltop Hospital, a book that has been adapted into a BAFTA-winning television series for CITV. The series has been shown in over forty countries. 

Nicholas has been the Chairman of the Society of Authors' Children’s Group and has made many appearances on television and radio. (see awards) He is also the author of The Complete Guide To Gatecrashing and one novel The First Time.
Workshops
Primary workshops involve drawing, writing, magic and storytelling, while sessions for upper primary and secondary school involve scriptwriting and storytelling, often based on the Hilltop Hospital series, with the children creating their own individual Hilltop scripts and storyboards, ready for production.  This can be particularly effective in awakening the interest of children who are unresponsive to traditional reading and writing exercises.

“One of the most successful visits ever… For myself as an EAL teacher, to get see EAL children and how they got on… it was just great”
Janet Garcier, Granard Primary School

Awards
2000 
BAFTA nomination for best pre-school animation. (Hilltop Hospital) 

2001 
BAFTA nomination for best pre-school animation (Hilltop Hospital)
2003 
BAFTA winner for best pre-school animation (Hilltop Hospital)
A selection of Nicholas Allan’s books include
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The Queen’s Knickers

Cinderella’s Bum
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Jesus’ Christmas Party

Jesus' Day Off
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Where Willy Went                  The Dove (previously entitled The BIRD)
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Hilltop Hospital







Children’s Discovery Centre, Trident Centre, Bickersteth Rd, London SW17 9SH

Telephone 020 8767 4551; Fax 020 8767 7628; email info@childrensdiscovery.org.uk
Charity No 1109714; Company No 5441518

