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I am an experienced specialist English teacher and children's author who has worked in Primary and Secondary schools for the last six years, teaching and performing my work to pupils aged 4-16. I also run Inset sessions to explain my technique for improving children's writing to teaching staff. 

WHAT CAN I OFFER THE SCHOOL? 
Performance for all ages
As a children's author and performance poet and storyteller, I can provide sessions of up to one hour to blow away any misconceptions of a dull English day ahead, through inspiring pupils.

These sessions develop empathy with the audience and build credibility with the pupils, some or all of whom I will later engage with on an academic front.  My audiences have varied from 20 to more than 300 over the years in schools, theatres, festivals, libraries and bookshops.

Pupils aged 5-8 years
A unique drama/creative writing package.  Younger pupils (YR to Y3) will follow up drama with speaking and listening exercises, expanding vocabulary, lending confidence and developing oral skills whilst enjoying themselves at the same time.

I have written six dramas, developing them according to the needs of pupils. Titles include "Queen Oak", "Nana's Secret Garden" and "The Elf who sang the King to sleep".

Typical Year 2 timetable:

· 9.00-10.00. Introduction and repeated drama performance in hall for 25-30 pupils (PART 1) 

· 10.00-10.30. Smaller groups, speaking and listening 

· 11.00-12.00. Pictorial and/or written exercises from drama 

· 1.00-2.00. Drama (PART 2) 

· 2.00-2.30. Smaller groups, speaking and listening 

· 2.30-3.00. Performance of storytelling/poetry 

The timetable and contents may be negotiated according to pupil's needs and interests.

Annual Programme
The package (30 pupils per day) may become part of the School Development Plan targeting a particular class or year group with specific needs in creative writing, focussing on speaking and listening.

Pupils aged 8-15 years
A challenging drama/creative writing package (entirely written and researched by myself). Pupils respond to the out of classroom experience, many being inspired by the subject for the first time ever.

Timetable as for younger pupils but with more emphasis on written work. "I've acted it out, spoken it and now it's a lot easier to write."

The package (30 pupils per day) teaches generic skills in writing which are applicable not only to the fiction explored in the drama but to all genres of writing. 

NON-RHYMING POETRY
Writing non-rhyming poetry and using this exercise to explore fictional, diary and persuasive writing. Using the same word bank, this expansive exercise saves teachers' time and helps pupil's confidence in learning from a single topic base.

Writing the poetry in the first place allows pupils to tap into a rich seam of language they never knew existed. The writing comes alive in the exercises which follow! "Good-bye" to the old, plodding verbs and adjectives. "Hello" metaphorical and abstract!

"It looks like a proper author has written it and I' m only ten years old!"

Timetable is different from that for drama and more children (up to 60) can be taught during the day. 

GROUP SIZES
Drama/creative writing  - up to 30 pupils per day aged 4-15 years. Note: May extend to 60 pupils per day but the effect is diluted. Performance – up to 200 pupils per day depending on time free after drama/creative writing or poetry slots i.e. the whole school can still experience my visit via performance. Non-rhyming poetry – up to 60 pupils.

PERSONAL
I have six wonderful children and a lovely wife. We live in Norfolk in a happy, noisy house. 
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I've worked as an immunopathologist, a sales training manager and have owned a restaurant. I began writing in 1993 and my first book was published in 1996. 
REFERENCES
Comprehensive references can be found on my References Page. However, here are a couple of "tasters":

"The results were superb. The children were really motivated to experiment with vocabulary and were then desperate to share these with the rest of the group. Furthermore they couldn't wait to continue their stories both in class and at home."
Nicki Hennings, SENCO and English teacher, Town Close School, Norwich

"David Mason has the wonderful ability to be able to lead children and staff through the creative writing process. He provides a helpful and very structured framework for writing that supports children with little confidence, whilst extending and developing the ideas of the most able.

"His flexible and approachable style resulted in a tailor-made programme to suit our school and year group needs. He really appears to enjoy his work and has a great sense of humour. The children and staff can't wait to have him back!"
Nicola Gunning, Year 5 Co-ordinator, Wimbledon Chase Primary School, London SW19
Book List
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The Elf who Sang the King to Sleep
New fables and tales, 110 pages

Imagine a timeless land where darkness never falls and people do not sleep. Imagine a kingdom over which reigns a rabbit.

Discover the secrets of toad life, how to make everlasting chocolate cake and understand how a boy's best friend is a talking oak tree.
Reading age: 7 - 12  

After Midnight
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Finger nails scratching, bleeding. A desperate banging, thumping on brick. A silent scream for help. Moaning and groaning: all hope disappearing.

These sounds will haunt you until you release us. Take the lift, down and down. Find us prisoners here. Take a risk, if you dare. Journey to the land of the dead . . .
Reading Age: 8 – 12
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Pedro’s Magic Shoes
Adventure novel, 106 pages
Pedro's Magic Shoes is a thrilling and thoughtful tale to be enjoyed by both children and parents. The atmosphere and characters of the book are typical of the island of Mallorca where it was written.

Reading age: 7 - 12 
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Go Teddy Go!
Poetry/Songs CD, 38 minutes
Words by David Mason
Music by David and Dare Mason
Reading age: 3 - 12   
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Teacher's Cauldron
Poetry collection, 96 pages
This poetry collection is suitable for reading ages of 7-12.  It does not contain any explicit material or profanities
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The Great Sweetshop Robbery
Poetry collection, 112 pages
Lots and lots of disgusting laughs / An author's childish wit; / Plenty to pause on, concentrate, / And think a little bit. / Some said, / Some song; / Take a dip. / Read on . . .
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Reading age: 7 - 12
Living in another World
Poetry collection, 88 pages

This poetry collection is suitable for reading ages of 8-12.  
When . . . 
Poetry collection, 112 pages
This poetry collection is suitable for reading ages of 7-12.  It does not contain any explicit material or profanities

Seven Summers
Poetry collection, 110 pages
This poetry collection is suitable for adult reading ages.  It does not contain any explicit material or profanities

Get a Life
Poetry collection, 136 pages
This poetry collection is suitable for adult reading ages.  It does not contain any explicit material or profanities

Speaking Out
Poetry audio tape
This poetry collection is suitable for adult reading ages.  It does not contain any explicit material or profanities

Inside Out
Poetry collection, 94 pages
This poetry collection is suitable for adult reading ages.  It does not contain any explicit material or profanities
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